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Muong language 


Muong (thieng Mt/cfng is a group of dialects spoken by the 
Mifcing people of Vietnam. They are in the Austroasiatic language 
family and closely related to Vietnamese. According to Phan (2012), 
the Mifc/ng dialects are not a single language, or even most closely 
related to each other, but rather are an ethnically defined and 
paraphyletic taxon 

Miicfng dialects are primarily spoken in mountainous regions of the 
northern Vietnamese provinces of Hoa Binh, Thanh Hoa, Vrnh Phuc, 
Yen Bai, Sdn La, and Ninh Binh. 

MiJdng has all six tones of Vietnamese; however, the nang (heavy) 
tone is present only in Phu Tho and Thanh Hoa provinces while in 
Hoa Binh Province, it is merged with the sac (sharp) tone 
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Thieng Mifcfng 

Native to 

Vietnam 

Region 

west of Hanoi 

Native speakers 

1.1 million (1999 
census)! 1 ! 

Language 

family 

Austroasiatic 

■ Vietic 

- Viet-Muong 

- Thieng 
Mt/dng 

Writing system 

Latin 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

mtq 

Glottolog 

muonl246 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/muonl2 

46) 


Writing system 


Mu’dng had no written form until Western academics in the 20th century developed a provisional alphabet 
based on a modified Vietnamese alphabet, including additional consonants like w and allowing different 
consonant pairs and final consonants than Vietnamese.^ 

In September 2016, the People's Committee of Hoa Binh Province adopted resolution 2295/QD-UBND, 
specifying a new MiJdng alphabet by Prof. Bui Hien to be used in instruction within the province. The 
alphabet consists of 28 letters and four tone marksThe provincial Communist Party mouthpiece, Hoa 
Binh dien tu 1 (Muong: Wa Binh dien tu) began publishing its electronic edition in Mifcfng in addition to 
Vietnamese and English, surprising some readers with the unusual orthography. ^ 

Phonology 


Consonant inventory 

























The following table details the consonants of those dialects that show a full voiced-voiceless distinction in 
the stops (being Mi/cfng Bi, Mifc/ng Thanh, Mifc/ng Bong, and Ba Trai)J 8 ^ The spelling is given in italics. 



Bilabial 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Nasal 

m Iml 

n Ini 

nhlpl 

ng /r]/ 


Stop 

voiceless 

p/p/ 

t/V 

ch Id 

clkl 


aspirated 

ph /p h / 

th /t h / 


kh /k h / 


voiced 

blbl 

d/d/ 


gi g ~ y/ 


Fricative 

voiceless 


x Isl 



hlhl 

voiced 

vlwlolu /p/ 

dlgilily /z ~ j / 




Lateral 


/, f//l, tl - kl/ 





The Mlicfng Vang dialect completely lacks the distinction between the voiced and unvoiced stop pairs /p b/, 
/t d/, /k g/, having only the voiceless one of each pair. The Mdclng Khoi and Mi/c/ng Ong dialects have the 
full voiceless series, but lack /g/ among the voiced stops. The Thach Sdn dialect on the other hand lacks /p/. 

Furthermore, the Mlic/ng Khoi dialect lacks the aspirated alveolar /t h /, but has a /hr/ instead. This dialect is 
also described as having the labio-velars /k w / and /k w h /. 

All of these consonants can appear syllable-initially. At the end of syllables only the nasals /m n p i]/, the 
voiceless stops /p t c k/, the lateral IV, and the glides /j w/ are allowed/ 9 ^ Of these phonemes, the palatals /c 
p/ have been analysed as glide + velar P k J i]/J 10 ' Furthermore, the distribution of syllable-final /c p 1/ 
seems to be more restricted than the distribution of the other final consonantsJ 11 ^ 

Vowel inventory 

The vowel inventory is given in the following table. It appears to be quite uniform among the different 
dialectsJ 8 ^ Two of the vowels (/Y/ and /a/) can be long or short. 



Front 

Back 


unrounded 

rounded 

Close 

il\l 


ulul 

Mid 

e lei 

d, a N :, y/ 

6 lol 

Open 

e lei 

a, ala:, al 

o hi 


Apart from these monophthongs, there are also three diphthongs /is, ills, us/. 
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